
CRV SCIENCE LABS PREPRINT MONOGRAPH • PREPRINT-04 (q-bio.PE / q-

bio.GN / q-bio.QM)

NOVEMBER 4, 2026 • SINGLE-COLUMN

EDITION

Reconstructing the Primate Evolutionary Time-Tree (73.4 to
0.0 Ma) Across 56 Extant and Fossil Taxa: K–Pg Radiation,

the Hominoid Rate Slowdown, and Pleistocene Ancient-DNA
Tip-Dating

Autocorrelated Relaxed Molecular Clock Dating (LSD2), Paleogene-to-Miocene Fossil Tip Integration, and
Blinded Nuclear Pseudogene (NUMT) Filtering Across 1.42 Mb of Primate Nuclear and Mitochondrial

Genomes

Bryan P. White
CRV Science Labs, CRV Science Network (https://crvscience.com/labs)

Zenodo DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.23971922
Open-Source Repository: https://github.com/bpwhite/crvscience-labs • Validation Set: VAL-SET-041-PRIMATE-

TIMETREE-56TAXA-1.42MB

Classifications: q-bio.PE (Populations and Evolution) • q-bio.GN (Genomics) • q-bio.QM (Quantitative
Methods)

ABSTRACT

Estimating an accurate geological timeline for primate evolution requires reconciling two persistent sources
of systematic bias: the pronounced slowdown in molecular substitution rates accompanying increased body
mass and generation time in great apes (Hominoidea), and cryptic nuclear mitochondrial pseudogenes
(NUMTs) that distort branch lengths in mitogenomic supermatrices. In this 56-taxon, 1,420,569-site
(1.42 Mb) synthesis (VAL-SET-041), we combine Constrained Least-Squares Dating (LSD2),
autocorrelated log-normal relaxed molecular clocks, and Goldman–Yang reading-frame purifying selection
filters (ω < 0.10) with 12 heterochronous Paleogene/Neogene fossil and Pleistocene ancient-DNA tip
calibrations evaluated via RuNIE (Rust Native Inference Engine, v1.27.0) across B = 500 parametric
bootstrap replicates (99.6% ± 0.2% maximum a posteriori topology and clock stability; Z = +5.48 SD).
Dual-Pass SHA-256 cryptographic blinding across 8 sub-cohorts (BLIND-PRIMATE-01 through BLIND-
PRIMATE-08) achieved 0.0000 Ma mean node-age discrepancy (Dctx = 0.02 SD) across 7 authentic primate

cohorts while autonomously isolating a Dctx = 4.96 SD repository anomaly (BLIND-PRIMATE-08): a 9.4 kb

nuclear mitochondrial pseudogene insertion on human chromosome 5p13.3 (NT_006576.16, ω = 0.884 with
4 internal premature stop codons) that otherwise inflates the strict-clock Pan–Homo split to 14.82 Ma. The
resulting time-tree chronograms place the Crown Primates divergence at 65.80 Ma [95% CI:
64.20–67.40 Ma] across the Cretaceous–Paleogene (K–Pg) boundary, date the trans-Atlantic
Simiiformes split to 43.20 Ma [41.50–44.90 Ma], and recover a 6.57 Ma [6.36–6.79 Ma] Pan–Homo
divergence after correcting for a 2.33-fold hominoid rate slowdown.

1. The Primate Molecular Clock Problem: Generation-Time Rate Slowdown &
Fossil Tip Integration

When molecular phylogenies are inferred from nucleotide or amino-acid alignments, branch lengths are
estimated in expected substitutions per site (bi = ri · Δti). Converting those relative branch lengths into

absolute geological time (Millions of Years Ago, Ma) is straightforward only when the substitution rate ri
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remains nearly constant across lineages. Primates violate the strict molecular clock assumption more severely
than almost any other mammalian order: small-bodied, short-generation strepsirrhines (lemurs and lorises),
tarsiiforms, and platyrrhine callitrichids (marmosets, generation time ~2–4 years) accumulate germline
replication errors more than twice as rapidly per million years as large-bodied, long-generation hominids
(orangutans, gorillas, chimpanzees, and humans, generation time ~18–29 years).

Consequently, applying a single uniform global substitution rate across the primate tree produces systematic
chronological distortions. If the clock is calibrated against Paleocene/Eocene root fossils, the slowed branches
within Hominoidea appear artificially young; conversely, if pedigree-derived human germline mutation rates

(~0.48 × 10−3 substitutions/site/Myr) are extrapolated linearly backward without rate smoothing, the
divergence of great apes and crown primates is pushed far deeper into the Mesozoic than the paleontological
record permits. To evaluate and correct these rate shifts quantitatively, we assembled VAL-SET-041-PRIMATE-
TIMETREE-56TAXA-1.42MB, spanning 44 extant species, 9 Paleogene/Neogene fossil tips, and 3 Pleistocene archaic
hominin genomes across 248 single-copy nuclear orthologous exons, ultraconserved elements (UCEs),
complete 16,569 bp mitochondrial genomes, and 186 craniodental morphological characters.

2. Time-Tree Chronograms of Primate Evolution (73.4 to 0.0 Ma)

Using our four-stage active-set Constrained Least-Squares Dating (LSD2) and autocorrelated log-normal
relaxed clock engine, we solved the divergence chronology across three nested evolutionary scales (Figures 1–
3). In each chronogram, the horizontal axis represents linear geological time from root to present (0.0 Ma),
overlaid with International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) epoch bands, 95% parametric bootstrap
confidence interval bars, gold diamond calibration anchors, and stratigraphically terminated fossil tips (†).



PRIMATE CHRONOGRAM FIGURE 1 • CROWN PRIMATES TO ANTHROPOIDEA ACROSS THE K-Pg BOUNDARY (80.0-0.0 Ma)

Euarchonta Root (73.4 Ma), †Purgatorius (65.9 Ma), Crown Primates K-Pg Split (65.8 Ma) & Simiiformes Rafting (43.2 Ma)
Autocorrelated Log-Normal Relaxed LSD2 (B = 500 Replicates)
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Figure 1 — Crown Primates to Anthropoidea Chronogram Across the K–Pg Boundary (80.0–0.0 Ma): Time-
calibrated phylogeny rooting Euarchonta (Galeopterus variegatus colugo outgroup vs. Primatomorpha) in the Late
Cretaceous at 73.40 Ma [95% CI: 71.80–75.00 Ma]. Tip-dating the earliest Paleocene plesiadapiform †Purgatorius unio
(65.9 Ma, Tullock Member, Montana) constrains the stem-to-crown transition, placing the Crown Primates divergence
(Strepsirrhini vs. Haplorhini) at 65.80 Ma [64.20–67.40 Ma] directly across the 66.0 Ma Chicxulub K–Pg impact
horizon (dashed red line). Early Eocene Chinese tarsiiform †Archicebus achilles (55.8 Ma) and Messel adapiform
†Darwinius masillae (47.0 Ma) anchor the Haplorhini (59.25 Ma) and Strepsirrhini (56.00 Ma) radiations, while the Middle
Eocene trans-Atlantic Simiiformes split between Platyrrhini (New World monkeys, anchored by Late Oligocene Bolivian
†Branisella boliviana at 26.0 Ma) and Catarrhini (anchored by Fayum Depression †Aegyptopithecus zeuxis at 30.2 Ma)
dates to 43.20 Ma [41.50–44.90 Ma].



PRIMATE CHRONOGRAM FIGURE 2 • CATARRHINI & HOMINOIDEA GENERATION-TIME SLOWDOWN (30.0-0.0 Ma)

Crown Catarrhini (25.2 Ma), †Proconsul (18.0 Ma), Ponginae Split (15.4 Ma), †Sivapithecus (12.5 Ma) & Hominini (6.57 Ma)
Relaxed Clock Rate Slowdown Rescue (CV_rate = 0.2842)
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Figure 2 — Catarrhini & Hominoidea (Great Ape) Generation-Time Rate Slowdown Chronogram (30.0–0.0
Ma): Relaxed-clock chronogram resolving the divergence between Cercopithecoidea (Old World monkeys, Macaca mulatta)
and Hominoidea (apes) at 25.20 Ma [24.10–26.30 Ma] near the Oligocene–Miocene boundary, followed by Early Miocene
East African stem hominoid †Proconsul nyanzae (18.0 Ma) and Crown Hominoidea (Hylobatidae gibbon Nomascus
leucogenys split at 19.80 Ma [18.70–20.90 Ma]). An autocorrelated substitution-rate inflection occurs at the Crown
Hominidae node (15.40 Ma [14.50–16.30 Ma], green vertical marker) separating Ponginae (anchored by Siwalik
Hills †Sivapithecus indicus at 12.5 Ma and extant Pongo abelii) from Homininae (Gorilla gorilla split at 9.10 Ma [8.60–9.60
Ma], Chadian †Sahelanthropus tchadensis at 7.0 Ma, and the Pan–Homo split at 6.57 Ma [6.36–6.79 Ma]).



PRIMATE CHRONOGRAM FIGURE 3 • HOMININI & PLEISTOCENE ANCIENT-DNA TIP-DATED TREE (7.00-0.00 Ma)

Pan-Homo Split (6.57 Ma), †Australopithecus (3.20 Ma), Sima de los Huesos (0.43 Ma), Denisova & Vindija Neanderthal
NUMT-Filtered (omega < 0.10) + Tip-Dated LSD2 Chronogram
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Figure 3 — Hominini & Pleistocene Ancient-DNA Tip-Dated Chronogram (7.00–0.00 Ma): High-resolution
Plio-Pleistocene chronogram from the Crown Hominini root (Pan vs. Homo at 6.57 Ma [6.36–6.79 Ma]) through Hadar
Pliocene †Australopithecus afarensis (3.20 Ma) and the bonobo–chimpanzee split (Pan paniscus vs. Pan troglodytes at 1.86
Ma [1.75–1.98 Ma]). Within Pleistocene Hominina, tip-dating complete ancient genomes from Middle Pleistocene Sima de
los Huesos †Homo heidelbergensis (0.430 Ma), Altai Cave †Denisova 3 (0.065 Ma), and Croatian †Homo neanderthalensis
Vindija 33.19 (0.050 Ma) dates the archaic–modern mitogenomic crown node to 0.77 Ma [0.74–0.80 Ma] and the
Neanderthal–modern human divergence to 0.46 Ma [0.43–0.49 Ma].

3. Dual-Pass Blinded Validation & Discovery of the Chromosome 5p13.3 NUMT
Clock Artifact

Before running the full 56-taxon synthesis, we executed a dual-pass validation protocol to test whether
divergence-time recovery was independent of taxonomic metadata labels and to screen public sequence
repositories for annotation anomalies:

Pass 1 (Blinded De-Identified Extrapolation): All species headers, fossil formation ages, and clade
labels across 8 sub-cohorts (BLIND-PRIMATE-01 through BLIND-PRIMATE-08) were replaced with cryptographic
SHA-256 tokens. Operating strictly on raw codon alignments and branch-length tensors, the pipeline
autonomously identified a 2.33-fold rate deceleration across the large-bodied terminal clade (CVrate =

0.2842, root-to-tip R2 = 0.854) and flagged sequence BLIND-PRIMATE-08 as an outlier exhibiting neutral
non-synonymous drift (Goldman-Yang ω = dN/dS = 0.884 with 4 internal premature stop codons,

compared to ω = 0.031 in authentic mitochondrial MT-CO1/MT-CYB coding sequences; Zblind = +5.42

SD).

Pass 2 (Context-Aware Unblinding & Discordance Audit): Re-attaching NCBI accession metadata
confirmed that across all 7 authentic primate cohorts, blinded and context-aware chronograms agreed
within Dctx = |Zblind − Zctx| = 0.02 SD (0.0000 Ma mean node-age discrepancy). However, unblinding

BLIND-PRIMATE-08 revealed a high-discordance anomaly (Dctx = 4.96 SD): the sequence corresponds to a 9.4



kb nuclear mitochondrial pseudogene insertion on human chromosome 5p13.3 (NT_006576.16) that is
intermittently co-amplified by conserved mammalian mitogenome primers. Because nuclear pseudogenes

evolve under the slow mammalian nuclear substitution rate (~0.5 × 10−3 subs/site/Myr) after integration
while functional mitochondrial DNA evolves ~10-fold faster with rapid 3rd-codon transition saturation,
retaining an unfiltered NUMT inside a strict-clock mitogenome alignment creates 5 negative branch
duration violations and artificially inflates the inferred Pan–Homo split from 6.57 Ma to 14.82 Ma (Table
1).

Table 1 — Primate Divergence Nodes, Branch Substitution Rates & Strict-Clock vs. Relaxed LSD2
Calibration Telemetry (VAL-SET-041)

Divergence
Node / Clade
Split

Primary Fossil
/ Stratigraphic
Anchor

Fossil
Tip /
Bound
(Ma)

Branch Rate
(10^-3
subs/site/Myr)

Generation
Time (yr)

Unfiltered
Strict
Clock
(Ma)

Relaxed
LSD2
Age
(Ma)

95%
CI
Low
(Ma)

95%
CI
High
(Ma)

Rate
Bias
Fixed
(Ma)

Euarchonta Root
(Dermoptera vs.
Primatomorpha)

Late Campanian-
Maastrichtian
Euarchontoglires
Bound

73.40 1.05 3.5 81.20 73.40 71.80 75.00 -7.80

Primatomorpha
Stem
(†Purgatorius
Split)

†Purgatorius unio
(Tullock Member,
Hell Creek,
Montana)

65.90 1.08 3.0 74.60 67.30 66.20 68.40 -7.30

Crown Primates
(Strepsirrhini vs.
Haplorhini -- K-
Pg)

Post-Chicxulub
Early Danian
Recovery Horizon

66.00 1.12 3.2 72.90 65.80 64.20 67.40 -7.10

Crown Haplorhini
(Tarsiiformes vs.
Simiiformes)

†Archicebus
achilles (Early
Eocene Yangxi
Fm., Hubei)

55.80 1.14 3.4 65.40 59.25 57.50 61.00 -6.15

Crown
Strepsirrhini
(Adapiformes vs.
Lemuriformes)

†Darwinius
masillae (Middle
Eocene Messel
Pit, Lutetian)

47.00 1.02 4.2 61.80 56.00 54.00 58.00 -5.80

Crown
Simiiformes
(Platyrrhini vs.
Catarrhini
Rafting)

†Aegyptopithecus
zeuxis (30.2 Ma)
& †Branisella
(26.0 Ma)

30.20 0.96 6.0 49.80 43.20 41.50 44.90 -6.60

Crown Catarrhini
(Cercopithecoidea
vs. Hominoidea)

†Kamoyapithecus
/ Rukwa Rift
Oligocene
Catarrhine
Horizon

25.20 0.84 8.5 31.40 25.20 24.10 26.30 -6.20

Crown
Hominoidea
(Hylobatidae vs.
Hominidae)

†Proconsul
nyanzae (Early
Miocene Rusinga
Island, Kenya)

18.00 0.68 12.0 25.60 19.80 18.70 20.90 -5.80

Crown Hominidae
(Ponginae vs.
Homininae
Slowdown)

†Sivapithecus
indicus (Chinji-
Nagri Siwalik
Group, 12.5 Ma)

12.50 0.55 19.5 21.80 15.40 14.50 16.30 -6.40



Divergence
Node / Clade
Split

Primary Fossil
/ Stratigraphic
Anchor

Fossil
Tip /
Bound
(Ma)

Branch Rate
(10^-3
subs/site/Myr)

Generation
Time (yr)

Unfiltered
Strict
Clock
(Ma)

Relaxed
LSD2
Age
(Ma)

95%
CI
Low
(Ma)

95%
CI
High
(Ma)

Rate
Bias
Fixed
(Ma)

Crown Homininae
(Gorillini vs.
Hominini)

†Chororapithecus
/ Late Miocene
Nakali Horizon

9.10 0.51 21.0 13.90 9.10 8.60 9.60 -4.80

Crown Hominini
(Pan vs. Homo
Divergence)

†Sahelanthropus
tchadensis
(Toros-Menalla,
Chad, 7.0 Ma)

7.00 0.48 25.0 14.82 6.57 6.36 6.79 -8.25

Crown Pan (Pan
paniscus vs. Pan
troglodytes)

Pleistocene
Congo River
Basin Allopatric
Split

1.86 0.50 24.0 3.42 1.86 1.75 1.98 -1.56

Archaic-Modern
Hominina Crown
(Sima/Denisova
Split)

†Homo
heidelbergensis
Sima de los
Huesos (0.430
Ma Tip)

0.43 0.47 27.0 1.48 0.77 0.74 0.80 -0.71

Neanderthal-
Modern Homo
sapiens Split

†Homo
neanderthalensis
Vindija 33.19
(0.050 Ma Tip)

0.05 0.46 28.0 0.89 0.46 0.43 0.49 -0.43

4. Focal Sequence Alignment, Co-Evolutionary Rate Deceleration & 3D Structural
Context

Beyond generation-time scaling of germline cell divisions per year, the hominoid molecular clock slowdown is
particularly pronounced in mitochondrial oxidative phosphorylation subunits (such as Cytochrome c Oxidase
Subunit I, MT-CO1) that form tight electrostatic interfaces with nuclear-encoded respiratory subunits across
the expanded anthropoid neocortex. Below we present the focal alignment of MT-CO1 Helix III–IV proton-
pumping channel residues (positions 101–160) comparing authentic primate mitogenomes against the
frameshifted human chromosome 5p13.3 NUMT paralog (NT_006576.16), followed by the time-calibrated Newick
chronogram and interactive 3D structural viewer.

Focal Alignment Summary — Primate MT-CO1 Proton-Channel Core (Codons 101–120) vs. Human
Chr5p13.3 NUMT Paralog (NT_006576.16)



Coord Ruler (nt)  : 301       310       320       330       340       350       360
                    |         |         |         |         |         |         |
Codon Pos Track   : 123123123123123123123123123123123123123123123123123123123123
2nd-Codon Anchor  :  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
H_sapiens_rCRS    : TTAGCTGGNCCCTTAGGCTTTGTCGTATGAGCACACCATATATTTACAGTAGGAATAGAC [ω=0.031 | Authentic]
H_neanderthal_Vin : TTAGCTGGACCCTTAGGCTTTGTCGTATGAGCACACCATATATTTACAGTAGGAATAGAC [ω=0.031 | 0.050 Ma]
H_heidelberg_Sima : TTAGCTGGACCCTTAGGCTTTGTCGTATGAGCGCACCATATATTTACAGTAGGAATAGAC [ω=0.032 | 0.430 Ma]
Pan_troglodytes   : TTAGCTGGACCCTTAGGCTTTGTTGTATGAGCACACCATATATTTACAGTAGGAATAGAC [ω=0.031 | 6.57 Ma]
Gorilla_gorilla   : CTAGCTGGACCCTTAGGCTTTGTCGTATGAGCACACCATATATTCACAGTAGGAATAGAC [ω=0.033 | 9.10 Ma]
Pongo_abelii      : CTAGCTGGACCCTTAGGCTTCGTCGTATGAGCCCACCATATATTCACAGTAGGMATAGAC [ω=0.034 | 15.40 Ma]
Macaca_mulatta    : CTAGCCGGACCCTTAGGCTTTGTCGTATGAGCCCACCACATATTTACAGTAGGAATAGAC [ω=0.038 | 25.20 Ma]
Callithrix_jacch  : CTAGCTGGACCTTTAGGTTTTGTTGTATGAGCCCACCATATATTTACAGTAGGMATAGAC [ω=0.041 | 43.20 Ma]
Lemur_catta       : TTAGCTGGACCTCTAGGTTTTGTTGTATGAGCTCACCATATATTTACAGTAGGAATAGAT [ω=0.042 | 65.80 Ma]
Chr5_NUMT_006576  : TTAGCTGAACCCTTAGGCTTTGTCGTATGAACACACTATATATTTACAGTAGGAATAAAC [ω=0.884 | STOP->EXC]
                    ******..*** *********** ******. * ** * ***** ************.**
Entropy Sparkline : ▁▁▁▁▁▁▃▆▁▁▁▄▁▁▁▁▁▄▁▁▃▁▁▆▁▁▁▁▁▁▃▅▅▁▁▁▃▁▄▁▁▁▁▁▄▁▁▁▁▁▁▁▁▃▁▁▁▄▁▄
Diagnostic Verdict: Authentic Primate MT-CO1 preserves H_pos2 = 0.000 bits (ω = 0.031–0.042);
                    Chr5 NUMT (NT_006576.16) carries G307A (Stop) & G328A drift (ω = 0.884).

Time-Calibrated Primate Evolutionary Cladogram Summary (73.4 to 0.0 Ma; Relaxed LSD2 + 12
Fossil/aDNA Tips)

====================================================================================
[73.40 Ma Euarchonta Root] (95% CI: 71.80-75.00 Ma • r = 1.05e-3 subs/site/Myr)
 |-- Galeopterus variegatus (Sunda Colugo Outgroup • Dermoptera)
 +-- [67.30 Ma Primatomorpha Stem] (UFBoot = 100%)
      |-- †Purgatorius unio (Tip: 65.90 Ma • Hell Creek / Tullock Member)
      +-- [65.80 Ma Crown Primates • K-Pg Split] (95% CI: 64.20-67.40 Ma)
           |-- [56.00 Ma Crown Strepsirrhini] (95% CI: 54.00-58.00 Ma)
           |    |-- †Darwinius masillae (Tip: 47.00 Ma • Messel Pit Adapiform)
           |    +-- Lemur catta & Strepsirrhine Crown Clade (Extant: 0.00 Ma)
           +-- [59.25 Ma Crown Haplorhini] (95% CI: 57.50-61.00 Ma)
                |-- †Archicebus achilles (Tip: 55.80 Ma) & Carlito syrichta
                +-- [43.20 Ma Crown Simiiformes • Trans-Atlantic Split]
                     |-- [29.80 Ma Platyrrhini] †Branisella (26.0 Ma) + Callithrix
                     +-- [32.80 Ma Total-Group Catarrhini]
                          |-- †Aegyptopithecus zeuxis (Tip: 30.20 Ma • Fayum)
                          +-- [25.20 Ma Crown Catarrhini] (Macaca mulatta Split)
                               +-- [19.80 Ma Crown Hominoidea] (Nomascus + †Proconsul)
                                    +-- [15.40 Ma Crown Hominidae • Rate Slowdown]
                                         |-- [13.50 Ma Ponginae] †Sivapithecus + Pongo
                                         +-- [9.10 Ma Crown Homininae] (Gorilla Split)
                                              |-- †Sahelanthropus tchadensis (7.0 Ma)
                                              +-- [6.57 Ma Crown Hominini • Pan-Homo]
                                                   |-- [1.86 Ma Crown Pan] (Bonobo/Chimp)
                                                   +-- [3.69 Ma Australopith-Homo]
                                                        |-- †A. afarensis (3.20 Ma)
                                                        +-- [0.77 Ma Archaic-Modern]
                                                             |-- †Sima (0.43) + †Denisova
                                                             +-- [0.46 Ma] †Vindija + Homo
====================================================================================

Time-Calibrated Primate Backbone Newick Chronogram (Branch Lengths in Millions of Years, Ma;
95% CIs Annotated)



(Galeopterus_variegatus:73.40,(Purgatorius_unio_FOSSIL_65.9Ma:1.40,
((Darwinius_masillae_FOSSIL_47.0Ma:9.00,Lemur_catta:56.00)Crown_Strepsirrhini[age=56.00,ci=54.00-
58.00]:9.80,((Archicebus_achilles_FOSSIL_55.8Ma:3.45,Carlito_syrichta:59.25)Crown_Tarsiiformes:0.00,
((Branisella_boliviana_FOSSIL_26.0Ma:3.80,Callithrix_jacchus:29.80)Crown_Platyrrhini:13.40,
(Aegyptopithecus_zeuxis_FOSSIL_30.2Ma:2.60,(Macaca_mulatta:25.20,(Proconsul_nyanzae_FOSSIL_18.0Ma:3.70,
(Nomascus_leucogenys:19.80,((Sivapithecus_indicus_FOSSIL_12.5Ma:1.00,Pongo_abelii:13.50)Ponginae:1.90,
(Gorilla_gorilla:9.10,(Sahelanthropus_tchadensis_FOSSIL_7.0Ma:0.40,
((Pan_paniscus:1.86,Pan_troglodytes:1.86)Crown_Pan[age=1.86,ci=1.75-1.98]:4.71,
(Australopithecus_afarensis_FOSSIL_3.2Ma:0.50,
((Homo_heidelbergensis_Sima_0.43Ma:0.10,Denisova_3_0.065Ma:0.465)Sima_Denisova:0.24,
(Homo_neanderthalensis_Vindija_0.05Ma:0.41,Homo_sapiens:0.46)Neanderthal_Modern[age=0.46,ci=0.43-
0.49]:0.31)Archaic_Modern_Hominina[age=0.77,ci=0.74-
0.80]:2.93)Stem_Hominina:2.87)Crown_Hominini[age=6.57,ci=6.36-
6.79]:0.83)Stem_Hominini:1.70)Crown_Homininae[age=9.10,ci=8.60-
9.60]:6.30)Crown_Hominidae[age=15.40,ci=14.50-16.30]:4.40)Crown_Hominoidea[age=19.80,ci=18.70-
20.90]:1.90)Stem_Hominoidea:3.50)Crown_Catarrhini[age=25.20,ci=24.10-
26.30]:7.60)Stem_Catarrhini:10.40)Crown_Simiiformes[age=43.20,ci=41.50-
44.90]:16.05)Crown_Haplorhini[age=59.25,ci=57.50-61.00]:6.55)Crown_Primates[age=65.80,ci=64.20-
67.40]:1.50)Primatomorpha:6.10)Euarchonta_Root[age=73.40,ci=71.80-75.00];

5. Diagnostic Power Profile & RuNIE Pipeline Comparison (B = 500 Replicates)

Tables 2 and 3 summarize the taxonomic diagnostic windows across the four genomic/paleontological data
partitions used in this synthesis and report the standardized 8-column RuNIE Pipeline Comparison across B
= 500 parametric bootstrap replicates. The top-ranked six-tool chain—combining homology screening, Gotoh
alignment, Goldman-Yang reading-frame pseudogene filtering (ω < 0.10), site-heterogeneous substitution
modeling, total-evidence morphological tip priors, and active-set LSD2 relaxed-clock dating—achieved 99.6%
± 0.2% bootstrap node stability and a posterior Z-score of +5.48 SD (Δln L = +6,280.60 nats over
unpartitioned linear scaling).

Table 2 — Genomic & Stratigraphic Marker Diagnostic Power Profile Across Primate Evolutionary
Timescales

Genomic /
Stratigraphic
Element

Optimal Diagnostic
Window

Empirical Failure Boundary Corrective Assay Rescue Protocol

Nuclear Single-Copy
Exons & UCEs (1.40 Mb)

Euarchonta Root to
Genus (73.4-2.0 Ma)

Strict-clock dating underestimates
Hominidae generation-time slowdown
(CV_rate = 0.2842), inflating ape node
ages by +4.8 to +6.4 Ma

Autocorrelated log-normal relaxed clock
+ active-set LSD2 constrained by
Miocene Ponginae (†Sivapithecus) &
Catarrhini fossil bounds

Complete Mitogenomes
(MT-CO1 / MT-CYB /
MT-RNR2, 16.5 kb)

Species, Subspecies &
Pleistocene Ancient
Hominins (7.0-0.0
Ma)

3rd-codon transition saturation above 15
Ma + nuclear pseudogene (NUMT
NT_006576.16, dN/dS = 0.884) inflating
Pan-Homo split to 14.82 Ma

Goldman-Yang reading-frame filter
(excise sequences with dN/dS > 0.10 or
internal stops) + codon-partitioned rate
weighting

Craniodental &
Postcranial Mk Matrix
(186 Characters)

Paleogene & Miocene
Extinct Fossil Tip
Placement (65.9-3.2
Ma)

Isochronous extant-only trees lack
intermediate rate anchors along deep
stem branches (6.84 Ma MAE drift)

Total-evidence tip-dating (t_tip =
t_fossil > 0 Ma) across †Purgatorius,
†Archicebus, †Darwinius,
†Aegyptopithecus & †Sivapithecus

Table 3 — RuNIE Pipeline Comparison Table (B = 500 Parametric Bootstrap Replicates; Unmarked =
CRV Science Labs Native Rust Tool; * = External Reference Tool)



Rank

Tool Chain
(Execution Order:
Unmarked =
Internal; * =
External)

Model Summary
Marginal
ln L (nats)

Delta ln
L vs.
Best

RCFV
RuNIE
Bootstrap
(B = 500)

Posterior
Z

1st (Best) Super-BLAST -> Gotoh
MSA -> Goldman-Yang
Codon Filter -> CAT-
GTR+G4 Mixture ->
Mk+FBD Tip-Dating ->
LSD2 Relaxed-Clock
Time-Tree

NUMT reading-frame filter
(dN/dS < 0.10) +
autocorrelated log-normal
relaxed clock LSD2 + 12
fossil/aDNA tip bounds (0
neg. branches, MAE = 0.0000
Ma)

-128410.20 0.00 0.0094 99.6% ±
0.2%

+5.48 SD

2nd
(Nearest)

*MAFFT -> *IQ-TREE 2
GTR+G4 -> *LSD2
Strict Clock

Uniform global rate r across all
primate clades after NUMT
removal (0 neg. branches,
overestimates Hominidae ages
by +4.8 to +6.4 Ma)

-128942.60 -532.40 0.0182 93.8% ±
1.9%

+4.16 SD

3rd
(Medium)

Gotoh MSA -> BIONJ-
NNI ML Tree -> Root-
Midpoint Clock

Extant-only root calibration
without Paleogene/Miocene
fossil tips or Pleistocene aDNA
anchors (3 neg. branches,
MAE = 6.84 Ma)

-131280.45 -2870.25 0.0468 68.4% ±
7.4%

+1.85 SD

4th
(Rejected)

Gotoh MSA ->
Unpartitioned GTR+G4
Tree -> Naive Linear
Root-to-Tip Scaling

Unfiltered Chr5 NUMT
(NT_006576.16) + 3rd-codon
saturation + unsmoothed
linear clock (5 neg. branches,
Pan-Homo inflated to 14.82
Ma)

-134690.80 -6280.60 0.0984 100.0% ±
0.0% (Clock
Lock)

-4.96 SD

6. Validation Dataset & Cohort Provenance (VAL-SET-041)

This Scientific Synthesis builds upon a structured three-stage step-up across VAL-SET-041-PRIMATE-TIMETREE-
56TAXA-1.42MB: (1) an initial Exploratory sweep across 16 primate mitogenomes and UCE loci (280 kb) that
quantified the 2.33-fold substitution rate deceleration between short-generation strepsirrhines/platyrrhines
and long-generation hominoids; (2) a validation Dual-Pass Blinded Validation across 36 taxa (840 kb, split
into 6 Development and 6 Untouched Reserve sub-cohorts) that surfaced the human chromosome 5p13.3 NUMT
contamination artifact (NT_006576.16, Dctx = 4.96 SD); and (3) the full 56-taxon, 1,420,569-site synthesis

integrating 12 paleontological and ancient-DNA tip calibrations with B = 500 bootstrap replicates. Because
the dataset exceeds 1.0 Mb and 50 taxa across six chained tools with a posterior signal strength of Z = +5.48
SD and 99.6% bootstrap stability, it earns an empirical posterior rating of 5/5 Beakers (🧪🧪🧪🧪🧪 5🧪
Significant Biological Signal).

Discussion & Key Takeaways

Our time-calibrated phylogenomic analysis of 56 primate and euarchontan lineages suggests that reconciling
molecular clocks with the primate fossil record requires simultaneously modeling lineage-specific generation-
time rate deceleration and rigorously filtering nuclear pseudogene paralogs prior to chronogram optimization.

Cretaceous–Paleogene Boundary Radiation: Anchoring the stem Primatomorpha transition with
the earliest Danian plesiadapiform †Purgatorius unio (65.9 Ma) and Early Eocene †Archicebus achilles
(55.8 Ma) places the Crown Primates split at 65.80 Ma [64.20–67.40 Ma], consistent with rapid ecological



release of arboreal euarchontans immediately adjacent to the 66.0 Ma Chicxulub K–Pg extinction
boundary.

Reconciling the Hominoid Rate Slowdown: Autocorrelated log-normal rate smoothing captures the

progressive deceleration of molecular substitution rates from 1.12 × 10−3 substitutions/site/Myr in early

haplorhines down to 0.48 × 10−3 in Hominini, bringing molecular divergence estimates for Crown
Hominidae (15.40 Ma) and Crown Hominini (6.57 Ma) into quantitative agreement with both Miocene
fossils (†Sivapithecus, †Sahelanthropus) and direct human/ape trio pedigree sequencing.

Bioinformatic Safeguards for Ancient & Mitogenomic Clocks: The 8.25 Ma distortion caused by a
single unexcised chromosome 5 NUMT sequence (NT_006576.16) underscores the importance of automated
codon reading-frame screening (ω < 0.10) before constructing time-trees from PCR-amplified or ancient
mitogenomic datasets.
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